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Don’t Compromise Your Calling 


INTRODUCTION 


God has a specific plan for each one of us. Most of us believe that and understand that 
God’s specific plan is His call upon our lives. Further, we are aware that the fulfillment of 
God’s plan for us is not automatic. In other words, we have a part to play in fulfilling God’s 
call on our lives. We must cooperate with God so that His plans can be fulfilled in and 
through us, as individuals. 


We need to realize that what matters is not the significance or magnitude of what God 
has called us to do, but the fact that we fulfill that call. Some of us may be called to do 
“big” things; others may be called to do “small” things. The “big” and “small” is only as it 
appears to the eyes of man. In God’s eyes, the “big” and the “small” are equally important. 
He is eager that those called to do the “big” things and those called to do the “small” 
things, fulfill their calling. The “big” and the “small” are interdependent and rely on each 
other. If one fails, the other is affected. The “big” evangelist who preaches to big crowds 
is dependent on the “small” unknown technician who sets up the sound system. What if 
the technician fails to do his part, or does it badly? 


However, all of us, whether we are called to do “big” or “small” things will face challenges 
that can prevent us from fulfilling the call of God. Then, there is the devil who attempts 
to hinder us from pursuing God’s call. Some of us who started following God’s plan with 
zeal have somehow compromised and have not continued pursuing His plan. We have 
stopped somewhere along the way. We may have become distracted and instead of 
pursuing the Kingdom of God, we may be expending our energies in pursuing success, 
riches, or personal ambitions. Some of us may have become so caught up with the daily 
affairs of life that we have become negligent in responding to the heavenly calling. The 
Word of the Lord that came to us, the dreams, and visions the Holy Spirit gave us have 
been laid away in a corner. They have either been forgotten or are being purposely 
ignored due to fear or unbelief. The purpose of this book is to stir us up. It is intended to 
caution us of some traps that we could get caught into, lest we fall short of fighting a good 
fight and finishing the race that has been set before us. 
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1. THE CARES OF THIS WORLD 


The Apostle Paul had many people who worked with him or who were associated with 
him in the ministry and of whom he makes mention in his writings. There is one such 
person whom Paul wrote about in three different places. Paul refers to Demas as his 
“fellow worker” in his letter to Philemon (Philemon 1:24) and includes his name in sending 
greetings to the Colossians (Colossians 4:14). However, the next time Paul makes mention 
of Demas, which also happens to be the last time, he writes, “For Demas has forsaken me, 
having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica” (2 Timothy 4:10). 
Imagine someone who had rubbed shoulders with Apostle Paul and had been his co- 
worker, being so deceived by the world that he would forsake the ministry, and the 
apostle to go away and pursue his own plans in the world. 


All of us need to guard our hearts from the attractions and cares of this world. On the one 
hand, life can become so easy and so comfortable, that we forget our need to pursue our 
heavenly calling. On the other hand, life can burden us with so many problems and 
worries that we become so busy trying to conquer the challenges and become a success, 
that we neglect the call. Jesus said, “The cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful” 
(Mark 4:19). Don’t let the world—its problems or its pleasures—rob you of the Word that 
God has spoken to you for your life! 
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2. THE TIES THAT BIND 


While it is wonderful to have family and friends who love and care for us, sometimes it is 
these very ties that bind us and keep us from pursuing the call of God. How many young 
men and women, in order to please the desires of their father or mother, have 
compromised their heavenly calling and pursued things God never intended for them. The 
Gospel of Luke records the following: Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” And another also said, “Lord, | will 
follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.” But Jesus said 
to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 9:59-62). 


Fulfilling the call of God has to take precedence over fulfilling family responsibilities. This 
is not a license to be irresponsible and neglect our families. Rather, it is the order of 
priority that matters. Our commitment to the Lord and His Kingdom comes before every 
earthly relationship. “/f anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple” 
(Luke 14:26). Are there relationships or friendships that are hindering us from pursuing 
the call of God? Perhaps we started out right, but unaware, Jesus has been assigned a 
lower priority than some other earthly relationship. It’s time to get things in order!! We 
cannot forsake the call of God for the sake of earthly relationships. 
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3. A LOVE THAT HAS GROWN COLD 


How strong is your passion for God today? Are you full of zeal for the house of the Lord 
and for the things of God? It was written of Jesus: “Because zeal for Your house has eaten 
me up” (Psalm 69:9; John 2:17). ls seeking God and serving Him a matter of convenience 
and not a priority? Do you pray only if you have the time or do you make time to pray? 
Do you go to church only to ease your conscience by fulfilling a religious obligation or do 
you do it because this is your delight? The Psalmist expressed his heart when he said, 
“One thing | have desired of the LORD, that will | seek: that | may dwell in the house of the 
LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His temple” 
(Psalm 27:4). Or perhaps you say that you love the Lord, but the fire is not as strong as it 
used to be! A love that has grown cold is a love that will do what is convenient, not what 
He commands. If you do only what is convenient and not what He commands, you will 
never fulfill His call. 


If we are to fulfill God’s call, we will have to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). We will have to stir ourselves up to seek Him with our 
whole heart. We will have to do our utmost to give Him our best. 
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4. THE DEsirRE TO BE ACCEPTED 


Not everyone is going to appreciate us, admire us, and praise us for following the call of 
God on our lives. If we live only to find acceptance in the eyes of people, may be even 
those close to us, we will be disappointed. Then we will not be free to do what God wants 
us to do. Our priority should be to please our heavenly Father. Jesus said, “How can you 
believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from 
the only God?” (John 5:41,44). Too many people compromise the call of God on their lives 
because they put themselves in a position where they have to please people or 
organizations (even denominations). Therefore, when God calls them out to do 
something new, something different, something that others find strange, they are unable 
to step out and obey, for fear of being rejected. We are not advocating foolishness, where 
we do what we please even when godly people disapprove of it. What we are talking 
about is putting obedience to God above the praise of man. Where are you today? Are 
you able to do anything that God calls you to do without the need to find praise in the 
eyes of man? 
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5. DoineG It MAN’s Way 


Not only are we to hear from heaven regarding the purpose of our lives, but we also need 
God’s direction on how to get there. We cannot fulfill a heavenly call with self-generated 
methods. Both the call and the way to fulfill that call must come from God. The Apostle 
Paul wrote, “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and 
called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Him among the 
Gentiles, | did not immediately confer with flesh and blood” (Galatians 1:15-16). The things 
we do to fulfill the call of God—are they ideas, methods, programs, and strategies that 
God has put in our hearts or are they our own? Do they come from heaven or from the 
flesh? What are the motives behind them? Are we following the Spirit or are we imitating 
aman? 


We need to submit our ideas to the leading of the Holy Spirit. We must have zeal to serve 
the Lord and work for His Kingdom, but this must be submitted to the leading of His Spirit. 
We need to “go” not because others are “going” or someone else told us to “go.” We 
need to “go” because God is sending us, and we need to go where He is sending us. The 
key to fulfilling the call of God is to follow His leading, each step of the way. 
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6. TOO GREAT A PRICE 


The call of God is not without a price. There are sacrifices to make, persecutions and 
hardships to be endured, risks to take, and more. Jesus talked about the price of following 
Him. He told us to count the cost. 


Luke 14:28-33 

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he 
has enough to finish it— 

29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 

30 saying, “This man began to build and was not able to finish.” 

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether 
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 

32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. 

33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. 


What is the cost of following Jesus? Everything! Jesus said we would need to give up 
everything. To “give up” means we no longer own it. God owns it and He can tell us to do 
whatever He wants done, with what we have. It is not what we have or how much we 
have. Have we given it all up to the Lord? Or are there things in our lives—possessions, 
plans, dreams, ambitions, relationships, habits—which if God told us to give up, give 
away, lay aside, do without, we will find difficult to do? Does God own our money or are 
we the sole owners? Does God have the liberty to speak to us and tell us what He wants 
us to do with the money we have? Are we willing to sow seeds where He wants us to 
sow? It is not how much we give up, but what we don’t give up that will determine 
whether or not we fulfill the call of God. Some have given up a lot, but there are those 
few little things, which they have not given up which are hindering them from entering 
into the fullness of God’s call upon their lives. The cost of giving up those few things is 
much more than the cost of giving up all the other things. But that is what the Lord is 
asking! Is the price too great to pay? Remember that the reward of having the approval 
of the Father on our lives is far greater! Will you pay the price to fulfill God’s call on your 
life? 
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7. FEAR—A DEADLY ENEMY 


Many people compromise the call of God because of fear—fear of failure, fear of the 
future, fear of lack, and the fear of man. They don’t step out and launch into the call of 
God because fear has bound them. Some might be thinking, “God wants me to go and 
establish a church in a particular place, but what if | fail? What if the church never grows?” 
The fear of failure prevents them from even stepping out. We need to keep in mind that 
it is God who causes us to triumph (2 Corinthians 2:14). Therefore, we place our 
dependence on God. We also need to look at success and failure from God’s perspective. 
Success is doing God’s will and fulfilling what He has commanded us to do. It is not in 
numbers, not in accomplishments and not in fame. 


Some are bound by fear of the future. They think, “If | do what God wants me to do now, 
what will happen after that?” They are afraid because they cannot see the future. God 
does not show us everything at once. He leads us, a step at a time. God knows the end 
from the beginning. He knows what will come next. What we need to do is to trust Him 
and do what He wants us to do, in the current season of life. It is important for us to plan, 
but it is more important to obey God. Sometimes, the Word of the Lord and His directions 
will not fit into a plan that we can think of. But we must still obey! 


Some are bound by the fear of lack. They are afraid that their daily needs will not be met 
if they do what God is calling them to do. Jesus told us, “Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22). 
God has promised to provide. Let faith in His Word cast out fear from your heart! 


Others are bound by the fear of man. They are intimidated by others—people who may 
persecute them and sometimes even maybe by other ministers. The Bible says, “The fear 
of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD shall be safe” (Proverbs 29:25). 
Trusting in God, you can step out against the fear that has been holding you back. 
Remember what the Lord told Joshua as he took charge of the leadership. “Have | not 
commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). Be bold in the Lord. Let 
your faith in God set you free to obey His call!! 
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8. THE DECISION Is YOURS 


One of the wonderful things about our walk with God is that we can purpose in our hearts 
to seek the Lord and do so. We can repent and change. We can move on with God. In fact, 
we must do so. But, even when we have made wrong choices and compromised, and got 
into trouble, the Lord is able to bring us out. The Psalmist said, “He also brought me up 
out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my 
steps” (Psalm 40:2). The important thing for us to do is to truthfully examine our lives and 
receive God’s strength to make necessary changes. 


Have you compromised your calling? Are you pursuing the call of God with all of your 
heart? What changes do you need to make today to fully align yourself with the call of 
God on your life? 


We have a choice. We can walk through life, saved, yet not pursuing the call of God with 
our whole heart. We will make it to heaven, yet there will be no fruit that we take with us 
into eternity. On the other hand, we can do whatever is necessary to seek and fulfill God’s 
calling on our lives. We may appear as fools on the earth. However, when we get to 
heaven and our works are tried by fire, we will have fruit that will last through eternity. 
The Apostle Paul admonished Timothy saying, “Be diligent to present yourself approved 
to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Timothy 2:15). It is going to require some effort on our part to become workers who have 
been approved by God and not be ashamed. Time and effort are necessary to prepare 
ourselves to fulfill the call of God. There will be sacrifices and challenges. But we must do 
our best. 


In this final hour, God needs men and women who will be one hundred percent 
committed to His call. He needs people who will be completely sold out to Him—people 
who will not compromise. 


We want to encourage you with the words of the Apostle Paul: 


Philippians 3:12-14 

12 Not that | have already attained, or am already perfected; but | press on, that | may lay hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 

13 Brethren, | do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing | do, forgetting those things which 
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

14 | press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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Keep pressing on to lay hold of that for which Jesus laid hold of you. Keep pressing on, 
toward the finish line. Keep pressing on in your heavenly calling. It will require some 
effort, but it will be worth it! Don’t compromise on the call of God on your life!! 
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Partner with All Peoples Church 


All Peoples Church ministers beyond its own borders as a local church by reaching out 
all across India, especially North India, with a special focus on (A) Strengthening 
Leaders, (B) Equipping young people for ministry and (C) Building up the Body of 
Christ. Several training seminars for young people, and Christian Leaders conferences 
are held throughout the year. In addition, several thousands of copies of books are 
distributed free of cost in English and other Indian languages with the purpose of 
equipping believers in the Word and in the Spirit. 


We invite you to partner with us financially by sending either a one-time gift or a 
monthly financial gift. Any amount that you can send to help us in this work across our 
nation will be greatly appreciated. 


You can send your gift by cheque / bank draft payable to “All Peoples Church” to our 
office address. Else you can remit your contribution directly by bank transfer using our 
bank account details. 


Account Name: All Peoples Church 

Account Number: 0057213809 

IFSC Code: CITIO000004 

Bank: Citibank N.A., No. 5, M.G. Road, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560001 


Kindly note: All Peoples Church can only accept bank contributions from an India based 
bank account. When making your contribution, if desired, you can indicate the specific 
APC ministry area where you would like your contribution to be used. For additional 
details please visit apcwo.org/give 


Also, please remember to pray for us and our ministry whenever you can. 
Thank You and God Bless! 
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PDF versions of all the above books are available for free download from our church website at 
apcwo.org/books. Many of these books are also available in other languages. To request your free copy of 
these books, please send an email to bookrequest@apcwo.org 
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Also visit our church website for free Audio and Video sermons, Sermon notes (apcwo.org/sermons), and 
many other resources you can use. 


About All Peoples Church 


At All Peoples Church (APC), our vision is to be salt and light in the city of Bangalore and 
a voice to the nation of India and to the nations of the world. 


At APC, we are committed to presenting the complete, un-compromised Word of God in 
the anointing and demonstration of His Holy Spirit. We believe that good music, creative 
presentations, brilliant apologetics, contemporary ministry techniques, latest technology 
and so on, can never substitute the God-ordained approach of proclaiming the Word in 
the power of the Holy Spirit with signs, wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 2:4-5; Hebrews 2:3-4). Our theme is Jesus, our content is the Word, our 
method is Holy Spirit power, our passion is people, and our goal is Christlike maturity. 


With our main base in Bangalore, All Peoples Church has several other church locations 
in India. To get a current listing and contact information of All Peoples Church locations, 
please visit our website at www.apcwo.org/locations or send an email to 
contact@apcwo.org. 


Do YOU KNOW THE GOD WHO LovES You? 


About 2000 years ago, God came into this world as a man. His name is Jesus. He lived a 
perfectly sinless life. Since Jesus was God in flesh, everything He said and did revealed 
God to us. The words He spoke were the very words of God. The things He did were the 
actions of God. Jesus did many miracles on the Earth. He healed the sick and suffering. He 
opened blind eyes, unstopped deaf ears, made the lame to walk and healed every kind of 
sickness and disease. He fed the hungry by miraculously multiplying a few loaves of bread, 
calmed the storm and did many other wonderful things. 


All of these actions reveal to us that God is a good God who wants people to be 
well, whole, healthy and happy. God wants to meet the needs of people. 


So why then would God decide to become a man and step into our world? Why did 
Jesus come? 


All of us have sinned and done things that are unacceptable before the God who 
created us. Sin has its consequences. Sin is like a great unsurpassable wall between God 
and us. Sin separates us from God. It prevents us from knowing and having a meaningful 
relationship with the One who created us. Therefore, many of us try to fill this void with 
other things. 


Another consequence of our sins is eternal separation from God. In God’s court, the 
penalty for sin is death. Death is eternal separation from God in hell. 


But the good news is that we can be free from sin and be restored to God. The Bible 
says, “For the wages [payment] of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Jesus paid for the sins of the whole world when He died 
on the cross. Then, three days later He rose again, showed Himself alive to many and then 
went back into heaven.” 


God is a God of love and mercy. He does not wish that any person be lost in hell. And 
so He came, to provide a way for the entire human race to be free from sin and its lasting 
consequences. He came to save sinners—to rescue people like you and me from sin and 
eternal death. 


To receive this free forgiveness of sins, the Bible tells us that we have to do just one 
thing—accept what the Lord Jesus Christ did on the cross and to believe in Him whole- 
heartedly. 


“,.. through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive forgiveness of sins” (Acts 
10:43). 


“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 


You too can receive forgiveness and cleansing for your sins if you will believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


The following is a simple prayer to help you make a decision to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and what He has done for you on the cross. This prayer will help you express 
your acceptance of what Jesus has done for you and receive forgiveness and cleansing for 
your sins. This prayer is only a guideline. You can also pray in your own words. 


Dear Lord Jesus, today, | have understood what You did for me on the cross. You died 
for me, You shed Your precious blood and paid the penalty for my sins, so that | could be 
forgiven. The Bible tells me that whoever believes in You will receive forgiveness for their 
sins. 


Today, | make a decision to believe in You and to accept what You did for me, by dying 
for me on the cross and rising again from the dead. | know | cannot save myself by my own 
good works, neither can any other human save me. | cannot earn forgiveness for my sins. 


Today, | believe in my heart and say with my mouth that You died for me, You paid 
the penalty for my sins, You rose again from the dead, and by faith in You, | receive 
forgiveness and cleansing for my sins.. 


Thank You Jesus. Help me to love You, to know You more and to be faithful to You. Amen. 
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All Peoples Church Bible College 
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All Peoples Church Bible College and Ministry Training Center (APC-BC), in Bangalore, 
India, provides Spirit-filled, anointed, hands-on training and equipping for ministering in 
the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit along with doctrinally sound and intellectually 
stimulating study of God's Word. We believe in developing the whole person for ministry 
emphasizing godly character, deep roots in the Word of God, and powerful 
demonstrations of signs, wonders and miracles - all flowing out of an intimate relationship 
with the Lord. 


At APC-BC in addition to sound teaching we emphasize the love of God in demonstration, 
the anointing and presence of the Holy Spirit and the supernatural work of God. Several 
young men and women have been trained and sent out to fulfill God's call over their lives. 


We offer three programs: 


> One-year Certificate in Theology and Christian Ministry (C.Th.) 
> Two-year Diploma in Theology and Christian Ministry (Dip.Th.) 
> Three-year Bachelor’s in Theology and Christian Ministry (B.Th.) 


Classes are held each weekday, Monday to Friday from 9:00am-1pm. Day scholars, 
working professionals, and homemakers can attend these classes and continue with their 
workday after 1pm. Separate hostel facilities are available for men and women who 
desire to be residential students. Students participate in field work, special seminars, 
prayer and worship times in the afternoon sessions, each weekday from 2pm-5pm. The 
afternoon sessions are optional for day scholars (non-residential students). All students 
are encouraged to serve at one or more local churches over the weekends. 


To apply online, and for more information about the college, curriculum, eligibility 
criteria, tuition costs and to download the application form, please visit: apcbiblecollege.org 


APC-BC is accredited by the Nations 
Association for Theological 
Accreditation (NATA). 





Whether you are called to do “big” or “small” things, you will face 
challenges that can prevent you from fulfilling the call of God. 

You may be distracted, caught in the daily affairs of life, or expending 
your energies in pursuing success, riches, or personal ambitions. 
The Word, dreams, and visions that the Holy Spirit gave you, may 
have been laid away in a corner. 


This book will stir you up and caution you of traps that you could 
get caught in. Fight a good fight and finish the race that has been 
set before you. 
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